Frequency and associations of a taut thickened posterior hyaloid, partial vitreomacular separation, and subretinal fluid in patients with diabetic macular edema.
To determine prospectively among patients with diabetic macular edema (DME) the frequency of a clinically evident taut thickened posterior hyaloid (TTPH), optical coherence tomography (OCT) signs suggestive of partial vitreomacular separation (PVMS), and OCT evidence of subretinal fluid (SRF) and to investigate for associations between these findings. In a prospective case series, patients with DME despite previous laser treatment were examined for the presence of a TTPH. OCT was performed to investigate for PVMS and SRF. One hundred forty patients and eyes were included in the study. A TTPH was present in six patients (4%). PVMS was present in 14 (10%) of 140 patients with DME, of whom 5 also had a TTPH. SRF was present in 15 (11%) of 140 patients, of whom 4 had TTPH. OCT showed that 66% of patients with SRF and DME had neither a clinical TTPH nor partial posterior hyaloid separation. A TTPH was found in 4% of subjects with DME. Partial posterior hyaloid separation and SRF may be found in patients who do not have a TTPH. SRF in patients with DME may not be tractional.